
Monday, May 18: Getting Your Flock Started

Tuesday, May 19: Healthy Management Practices

Wednesday, May 20: How to Increase Egg 

Production

Thursday, May 21: Egg Handling, Food Safety and 

Egg Sales
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Getting Started with Poultry

1. Gather accurate information

2. Find reputable source of birds

3. Plan well

Å Be prepared for all possibilities

× Manure management/disposal

× Dead bird disposal

× Housing ïadaptable to weather extremes

× Predator control

4. If for business, know the applicable rules and 

regulations



Gather Information

Á University/Extension

Å posc.tamu.edu

Å poultry.extension.org

× Small and Backyard Poultry

ï Publications, webinars, Ask an Expert

Á Government agencies
Å Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA)

Å Texas Department of State Health Services (DSHS)

Å United States Department of Agriculture (USDA)

Å Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)

Å Etc.



eXtension Small and Backyard 

Flocks Website
Á Upcoming webinars

Å June 16 ïSlaughter and processing of poultry

Å July 15 ïManaging egg laying hens in small and backyard 

flocks

Å August 4 ïManaging predators with a small and backyard 

poultry flock

Å September 1 ïRaising exhibition chickens

Å October 6 ïRaising your own meat chickens

Å November 4 ïSelecting, handling and cooking turkey

Á All webinars at 3 pm Eastern (2 pm Central)



Should I Get Chickens?

Á Reasons for owning chickens

Å Personal enjoyment

× Satisfaction of producing own food

× You enjoy animals

× Taste preference for home-grown food

× Fun hobby

Å Teaching tool for children

× Animal husbandry

× Introduction to agriculture and food production






